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XIMERA: A Concatenative Speech Synthesis System with Large Scale Corpora
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BEHIETD TTS IZBWTASEHENR TV

ATR iF, 2 —SAXR—ZEFHREMTORRICE
WTHBRA A BB 2R L T& . FOBRET, v-
Talk [1] & U8 CHATR [2],[3] £\ 5 Z»>® TTS %
BB L. EEOIE, ZNLHIZELSFE3IOTIS &
L TH-IZ XIMERA (¥ U ¥ v #E5IC B84 28
Chimera & [A U3#E) & BA% L7z [4).

XIMERA O HA 22 701%, v-Talk, CHATR %
Eiofhd a3 —/RAR—2 5K TTS LR L TH DN
INHERRHAFERELT, (1) KEBELFRZ—/S
AZOFEMH (AAFESH 110 Befd, B AFELR 59 Feii
PEE LR 20 B, WIh L E-GEH), (2) HMM
(Hidden Markov Model) % fv 7= 2~X7 kL - A
Z—4y FOARL, (3) MHEERICESWV TS
NEFARIRaZ ML, W) 38EFETFH LN
T&ED., a—RAR—ROMHHDRTINLEELr
TREMERELTDHZEICLY, AREFOB AN
DRMER 2K Y, BlERTRE LIBATRD 2 & A3
EDORGLWTHD.

AFmL T, XIMERA O#EAFENT5 & L big,
ERBEREROFEMEZL 2. Fiz, XIMERA (2 X
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B KB a— 22 AV EEERK Y AT L XIMERA

BERFF OB RMEZ M L2 ERICOVLT LIRS,

KR LOMRIILUTOLEBY TH B, 2. T, =—
NAR—=2ARFF SR OB %2712 ATR Tif
HIHBE SN 20 TTS [Z>W\WTik~5. 3. T,
XIMERA O#ZEIZOWTHAT 5. 4. 2°5 8. Ti,
XIMERA THWENTWAEHRFIT & FHFa— 3%
IZOWTHAT S, 9. Tk BRI ERIC OV THK
<, B2 10. TRmXEFE LD 5.

2. ATRIZH1T5 TTS OMERFRFE

B 5L 1988 4F, HFFE L TIIe<H LV EFE
MO A L LT, FEROEFANRBEMEZ AN
FEERIRELL[5],[6]. EKFETIE, CV R VCV
(C: +% (Consonant), V:f¥& (Vowel)) 72&D
BERRENOFEEER 2H60 LD FFa—/2 L
D - FHELTRE, T2 EHEARICHER
LTz, USRI LT, BRODOFETIE, AR
[ZR&EApEFa—s32 (ST [5], [6] Tid 5240 H3E
EEOFNCHEEERFORE S ZBETPICHEEA R
Flzfmtd 5. = ORI,
DiffE L 2o, EEBLIL, BRI —/RAILEE
NHTRTOWHER OF ) OERIEEEE AV TF
B 7R AR » Tl 7o IR R R 5 &8I
BTATY XBERELE [T, ShbOWEREOE
KERELT, EFAMT AT A v-Talk [1] BB SH
7= (“v” 1Z Non-Uniform Unit (NUU) (ZH¥k$5%).

v-Talk TEA SN FFEROGH AT EHH T
Hotop, HEELT ) BEEADTFTANT LT
R A= ENTND=DICEEMENRRa— 41
12705, (2) FEMIRE & MEREOXHEREERED
BN+ THD, EWIHRBENESNEZ. #iIcE
Rix, a—RAR=2RFROEFARFRIZBNT,
THEa— SR AR T AT Y X - RE R A
ERAMINCHIZE T 5 Z L OBEEMEEZEMAL TV B [8).

BIR [5] IZR0°EN T, NTT OEJINE, #3 KA
DOFFa— 2RO ERE SRS AR
KERELZQ]. £ZTiE, AT —7 v b EEH
LB EFRET AL NEOBTEFROEARE R (UL
T, Ry, Fo ofx, HEREE, \U—0EIES
WTERINWDOFMRE (Bic¥—F >y ha X Mg
Ensb0THD) 2FtEL, ZThix X2 TR/IME
THTNTY XABNEANINT. Fiz, HEFEAEE
BRiE Fo BIEITb T e o 7228, RINE#IC
PSOLA i% (Pitch Synchronouos Overlap Add) [10]

T RAR—-ZAFFEES

EANLTHRE ST A =2 OBREXT- 12 [11]. 1K)
ORBELEZOYAT AL, SHOBBER B
TTS VAT LDFA L NZ 5.

ATR TiX, v-Talk (Zfi< TTS ¥ 27 L E LT
CHATR 7 BA% S7=[2. %%), CHATR I %#H4&
AR DT — 7 R F L LTRESNZ, el
FEEOFRBEARE Y 2 —AREBERE Y 2 — L%
HEICHAEDE TEFREGROERZITA D L ) 0%
HEn Wiz, EBRAREY 22—/ e LTE, v-Talk
OFX (FTANT ARa—4) LA THEMAR
# s A L IBIRATRE TH o 7. ¥ CHATR
T, TNEDE T a— ANREEICEDI TN,
#1Z CHATR 1AM 2 3= A B3 TTS &
TALAD—DELTHOND LD IZ2>7-. CHATR
%, %2 "F KO Festival [12] KU AT&T @
Next-Gen [13] (CE#H) - MBENICREL 527, %
7o, RATIHREEFEEGRAOT 7 v b7 —nL L
THHAVWSER TV A [14].

—%, ATRIZET 5 a3 —/82~—2 TTS ORFZE &
FEFHIC ATR LIS ORFFEREE T 8 R @IRFIEIZ
WTORFENIEL ATl (FIxiE, [15],[16]).

CHATR %, BBohiz AL U TILEFEICHRLRF
FEARTERN, FAALHDOANTHFA MIHFL

3, +aBRMERETOAMERERT DN
HLWEAENH 7. CHATR O L RSN
RIBEIE, (1) 7% 2 MU - BBEEOET L2 HEFF T
b5, (2) a—S2FEIE D, (3) FARIRA =X
MEENEFEREOHLTERINTEY, AROMHE
REME & OICBRBBRES N TV R, T ETholz.

INOOBBEERR L, WIEER R E GRS
AT LDRRAE R D Z LA B E LT, ATR Tik
HLWTTS 27 4 XIMERA OBRREMNBRLE S -,

3. XIMERA O#iZ&

XIMERA 7wy 7 4775 5% K 112577
%< OWHEFERE TTS v A7 4L,
XIMERA i (1) 7% A MABEE P 2—/L, (2) A~
ML BREEZ — 5y MERRE Y a—, (3) BB
EVa—), Q) BERERED 22— VI HODE
Ta— B Yo T A.

XIMERA Ot R EFEITHAEZ L PEETHD. 2—
RAR—=ZAF OB, JREANCIIX RS FEICK
FLAaWA, BEMCIE, 1ZEALEOBRERLZETE

EBIIHLLTHRT AR T 2 — = /T HHEN
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Fig.1 Block diagram of XIMERA.

bb. SERIEFLZHIERERIL, BEBICE, 7%
A MAEEY 2 —/L, AT bL - BEY—S Y b
WAOEEET N, BFEI—RX, ZFRROLZDO
aZ MEAKTHD.

AR LRV FEERFAR S AT LA ELRT
LI, SERARBERNEERADOEF OGRS L
ERARTH AN, BHEFETO XIMERA 1E, ==—
2F EFRPBIEEREZEE VO AMEROXIEEE £
WASEFE LTEY, BFHOFLETREAZYALTO
BRICESZR>TWD.

723, XIMERA O##kiZ CHATR & EAMIZFE L
T%éﬁ,V7F¢:7&LT@@j'ﬁam5ﬁ%
INHLOTHY, BV

4. THFXMOE

AAGET ¥ A MLUEET V2 — VL, REERMENT, %
D ZRT, BB Ty MiEERIT) =007
TV a— bR Y Lo TV,

FERESHRMRHT 1L bigram SFEET VAN —R L LTH
0, FEREFREFEDMHMIT 24 7775, bigram 3 25,000
Thb. BT TE D2 —L T, BEHE

a— }\ \—/\
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B ommELFTT5. Zhbid By X —V4ER
LR—AEOHEE [17) ICFIA &N D, AT 508
TlE, FAEE (BHOFL™H HERE. FlzE, i)
— 122, Al OFRAOBRE, TELLE, 35
HE(MEEZITY. T/ MIERETIE, 771
v EBRT A Ex OFEZEOT Vs NET S
T MEASHRBIZESWT, T2ty MOERREN
7y MNUIERETS.

AT E- DM R EE R O bigram {ERUIZHEA LT
VWU 5,000 XET A Rty hELTIHALZ & 25,
F—FHE 99.1%, T/t NAJEMRE 83.3% THh -
7. ZIZT, BE—T7HEIE, 100 x (Eff% — FA
0)/£T—7%, 77ty MEMRFEE, 100 x ERF
¥}/ ET /ey MIREENEFNEZEL TS

FEFEOT F X MLEIL, 7% X MESL, FiE
FRT, EUERMERITI ZSDYTEYV 2 —inb
FRO N5 TW5 (18], 7% A PERLAE T, BT
(] : BEE, Bl RHEAL - AL (B em, “$7,
“0) REEIART R R MIEST . TRREZMITIE, A
AE LA U< bigram S@EET/MIEIVITH. FHEE
ﬁﬁwﬁﬁisgﬁ% bigram #i% 3,200 TH 5. £

EfT AT, BEZFFECESEINEREL L

»ﬁ%?b%t/amwlm%ﬁm

F(T 5 OMEA FEE &L O bigram {ERIZHERA L
TWRWILTIT XET Ay bELTEHMELZ &
A, EERITIT0%NTH-7=. 72725L, ZZTHW
=7 A My MTiE, THFA MERASLELRUTE
FN TR,

FREHMAT DT OD Y 7 v =7 LT, BAZET
i+ P20 19] 2, PEZETIE “MeCab” [20] % Zh
FREALTWS. TXE] oEEOREZRHETH
% “padic” 121X, 727ty b, TR MNEAR
R8T 7 ME®R, BFELEERPEEL TR
728, ThHOE®RIZ ATR CHEICHHS L. 75,
N4, Mg PEFLFAGEBL TS, BARET X
A N ORY ZIRRITICIE, RV ZGEITY 7 b T
FEm)[21) 2#EA LTS

5. BFa3—/1\X

5.1 WERUBEEOT—2~A—2X1t
REBEEE B RE 14, PEESEERELILICLD
kﬁ@&%mﬁ%amz~ﬂz&Wﬁttpm.Wﬁ
BEfElIX, HARGEFB D 110 BEfd, HARFELF D 59 K
M, PEEZHES20BFMTHS. BHEICITEFR
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R1 BEEa—1R (BF) ONE

Table 1 Contents of the Japanese male speech corpus.
Genre Size in Number of:

hours utterances phonemes syllables
Sentence 2.1 2,020 104,367 57,768
News 70.21 37,710 3,155,944 1,777,015
Novel 9.95 7,452 469,226 259,207
Travel conv. 12.11 20,761 573,060 323,341
Word 4.93 26,979 184,493 102,173
Syllables 0.34 2,493 8,086 5,753
Voice check 9.41 18,438 346,801 218,206
Misc. 1.63 2,106 77,703 43,628
Total 110.68 117,959 4,919,680 2,787,091

£ 2 BAFEI-—NR (KF) ONE
Table 2 Contents of the Japanese female speech corpus.

Genre Size in Number of:

hours utterances phonemes syllables
Sentence 2.42 2,012 104,157 57,734
News 20.46 12,350 872,204 488,491
Novel 17.27 12,979 753,758 413,366
Travel conv. 3.86 7,357 183,921 103,481
Word 5.71 26,868 183,364 100,819
Voice check 9.83 14,769 253,234 159,738
Total 59.55 76,335 2,350,638 1,323,629

X3 PEFEz—R (KF) OHE
Table 3 Contents of the Chinese speech corpus.

Genre Size in Number of:

hours utterances semi-syl. syllables
News 13.54 6,303 270,295 145,428
Travel conv.  6.65 8,407 153,581 83,600
Misc 0.07 424 644 1,748
Total 20.26 15,134 424,520 230,776

BOEEXMEE L2V, HEAFBI—/XAOREFAR
X, =a—X&, IR, RITS@ERETHY, ThEn
DOFEFH, BRERIIER 1, K213 TEBITHS.
—77, PEEa— AOERFENEIL, £IITTFTER
v, HH, FITRERETHD.
FAITRFFEDFEF A Z A VL, BAETRHFE LAY
AL, FEFETIIAFBE AT AL THD. FRITRELI
X, WEEEbR LT REANTHD. RBEEIL, 7
apFL—FThd. &L, HABETIIAW 4, FE
BT 3ADEMEDT LT - AEOERS, 3
KOOI X PR EE L CGRIR L. [N &
VHEE, ThENBAES S 973 H KLU 181 H,
HAZERZAE2 307 HR 195 H, FEGELAN 63 H
K32 HTHA.

RIS HFENTIT o/, A 7 vk, &V
SNR #FEfRT 572, KORLA T 77 4, B—f5H
oarso¥~<A 27k (Neumann TLM103)

PER L. WEEFL, o7 o VR 48 kHz,
BERE 24bit TF 4 U MLL, ~"—FKF 4 27
IR LT

BELLERIE, BEILICHEILE, ZHEkY
\CERT D EERMEEARET D0y b7
WA TOHz OFIk 7 4 V2 % H5F, 3dB O~y RKjb—
LAfEREL TIEEZ AL, 16bit BB AL®B/L
T ETT7 7 A NMITHEBLT.

BEANREIL, AFICL-oTHREL, HHEVEED
BEXHRTLHE LI, FAEZEZLONED
FIRFIZ MR - fE1E L7z,

FHFEIT AT —ald, EAMICBREEERE
FEREHE HMM # W T HEHLEIZ L 0 4T 5 72 [23)].
HEFEE HMM OFE T — 2 1%, a—R_2A0—§%
TEEFEE HMM I L > TR AT —2 g Ltk
RBEUHEEL L, AFICEoTHRE - BETHZ LI
Ko TIERR L 7=.

FEEOOMBERICLD L, BEIE AL T—V 3
CORERTFE RS AL T3 L IRIERRETH
%23 ¥£7-, BBRUFHICLIV ZRERES AL
T—varyENEEFR A RANLERERE{ERL,
BAMZ B LI-ERIC K D &, MEtmICixFEte s
AT —2a yOFBMENTWAED, EAMNARETD
THTHH[28]. 7=712L, BEEI AL T—2ard
FEIL, @8, S8 R 2EZOERIZLDY
RERZ, £, BESACT—va VHBENERE
FOMEICEZ 8L, ERBRECERT7 VT
AL E > TRELS R L7200, EH O OFMERD
FERL, BTLL—MMERHD LT RN L
ENXRETHD.

Fo it b EAMICITA BN TH D, HBES —
7y MERRA HMM OFE T — 21220 T, AFIC
LoBE - EEEITo 7.

5.2 UNFEFEOSETE

a— /RZBEEOTLRIL, HEFFEAERAEFE AR O
BAMAWET HIOORVEENRFETHD. —
¥, KR TR o — S A OISR I EGE R s & B
AoMMEZET 50, WESh D EFICITES -
REMNARFEOLEENAE LS. FHEORL DEEHEN
AT S ENEER A AL, EREFOTESLIC
DIEND.

B R IEREEE ORERROEBIC R L TiE, &R
R =AY MBS B EOE T 1 14
DHENTHEZENMbN TS [24]. LaaL, EF
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LOFFI—/NATIHEI ) LIz7 4 v ZOBRITRS
T [25],[26]. BA O DEHO—D L LTI,
FRE R DR E UM R — B IR L TR Y, M
—HE L T\ o BB O R & OFBEEIE, T
FOEREA L DIZEOBEHFEEEBICITZORNS
RN ENBETOND. FEEABORKE LTI, (1)
EEOEFICL > TELLEFREOEL, (2) FE
DFEMIRIEIZ Lo TA U 2R FEEOLAL, 73 "TRetk
LLTHETLNS.

EEEMEPBETA-OOTEHREICE L THE
FERICESS R E2ITo R 27 Ik D s, LHEE
ThHEFHEEAAT #RLEER TRITE 2HEH
REOHERIX, Fo, ZEEE, 8~16kHz #o /3
7 —, MFCC (Mel-Frequency Cepstral Coefficent)
PERE, RUBEFREZETH-T:.

5.3 a—/\RFBLEHMRELDOBEF

a—R2AFEEAREFOBRE L OBRIL, F
F@&ROTZDO a2 NEAROFHIZ L > TR S,
XIMERA (2B L TZOBFREZH#H~D Z &1, TTS &~
AT LB TOEME FET S ETHEEETHAS .
TITH, ARGEEVEETHLHIA MEL LEE
T& 5 MOS f (MOS: Mean Opinion Score) @
SO HRRETT D.

21k, AAGEEA 110 B2 — S 2 2 HE(EA | THE
INTBZ LI Ko Ta— " 2HEL LS L &ED,
ATR &# /N7 A3 503 XX [28] (%9 30300 &) I
I BHFEE A MEOELTHS. KD Best 90%,
Worst 10% & 1%, ERERILEIC X 0 BIR S ik
FREaAMETY—bL, HASWHLLERR—2
TINE TR ELTZEEDTEHME, RUKEWENDS
10%% L oz L EDOFHEERT. 2T, 2R ME
27.20K(2) TERSNDLDOTHY, FHITHER
BEOHERRE UTEHEL.

D% RS L, Best 90%, Worst 10% & =2 —
RZHME 20 BERIHE CFEY 2 2 MESIZIFRAL T
WHIZ ENRGMND., Thbh, Tl bEa— S
EYLRLTYH, 2 A MAKMBFRILTHLEY FHOU
BIIHFTE 2. BARBELF I ZXIIEHLTLIA
O Th 7.

— 31, ERERALBFEa - 2OHEY
7.5 530 63 BEEIE T 10 BRI A (L S TAEKRE R
ZERL, MEERICIVBEBAMALTML-ERTSH
% [29]. KT, 2 [ZEDbE Ta—/SAHHE 1 B
U EOEBHRORE R LTV, BIROEREITR

2692

Worst 10%

Normalized global cost

0.2 Best 90%

0.0

1 2 5 10 20 50 100
Corpus size (hour)

2 I—/RRPEL IR b EORERFR
Fig.2 Corpus size vs. cost. (The corpus is the
Japanese male corpus. The test set is a set
of 503 phonetically balanced sentences that is
not included in the corpus.)

5 ..................................................................
} 95% confidence interval
natural speech

4
é

3
=

2

1

1 2 5 10 20 50 100

Corpus size (hour)

3 a—ZFUEL MOS & ORfR

Fig.3 Corpus size vs. MOS. (The corpus is the
Japanese male corpus. The test set is a set
of 8 sentences that is not included in the cor-
pus.)

20, M —RREERTOBRICEFE T o F LT
W2 DBIEEIT o TRz, T —/SAHUEN
1BRELRIBICHERTIA Ny A2 5
BANHD. FIEEHEIZATR FHEAT 2L T By
Mot L2 8 X, FEHITIAARARAS L 17 4
Thd. #FEHT, 80 HEOAREFR & 2E K
DS EHEOHRTHE A% 11E], 168 OFEEFHF 2~
KR EZRWTHEZEL, BAME 1 EFITEN,
2:EFE\, 3: %@, 4: BV, 5 #EFICRY, OS5
P CEFAM L 7=.

Kooz — S 2 17 B OMEICR NS IF
AL, fEha— 2 ERFIEOEHE TE LI ABR
BB THDAREMN G, I — S 2AHEN 5 B 248
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R4 HMM CEDBBET VL7 DOHOPL—=
V75
Table 4 Training data of HMM for prosody generation.

Lang./Gender Size in Number of:

hours utt. labels*
HAE BE 3.26 1,809 157,778
HAZE L& 1.36 1,415 70,324
PEZE L 2.45 1,680 19,928

*AARE . E#, PEE AR, BE

RIZHIZD T, BERFE INIZEFRIIOERESRZED
—#A, FRERFEOTFHERICL > THETON DM
ER@EmL feo e e IR EFESHE R LIED T L 00,
A= N 2ZBE T R OMETH =T XA P v v
NDFFEPHEZIED - 1= DI T RBE - BEBEED D
W= A6 EFICERL, A7 by - B —
Ty MOEWERBEIRTE 2 L) 0ozl L &
ZHND. T—/ SR 17 BRHED < IF % B
THUE, MOS fEi% 20 BFRIEE CRFIZE SV TE
b, M2ITRLcaX MEIZBET 2 EREFEORN
BRERoTWS.

6. BEEBNTA—FDERK

BRI A=, Fabh, Fy, EFEEE, U—
%, HMM IZESS EFEERT L= Y X 4 [30]~([32]
ko THEMINS. BAGETIHE, R2BE0FFENES
KRN O 72 DB ER HMM I L > TET /ML &
n, PEEETIE, 60 OFFE (initial, T72bbHEH D
HLDICHDFE) ROEER (final, T7bbEHEN
LFERERVZIR D Oy2k) 3% 5 IRIEOREEK
FHMM ([C X > TET/MLEN TS, ARS8
BRT A= T HBOZEIRE 2 — I ELR,
BRY =7y hELTHERENS. HMM #EHT —
2 OERE 4 1077

HMM O%8 HBERT A= OAERICIE, £4HEL
R L W TEAFE TR SN/ HTS [33] (HMM-
based Triple S (Speech Synthesis System)) % fu>
TW5. BBERT A—FARAFTETT VOFEEITE,
HTK (34], RO HTS O%BHMEH VTS, £,
FEAT -2 OFESHFO=HIZ SPTK [35] & A
TWa.

7. RAER

7.1 BEFENBE
XIMERA (2B} 2K/ OMBEEALL, FRMZ
TR EFTRTOERLZFRETHED, FEELE

0.4

0.3

0.2f

0.1r

Normalized frequency

0.0 : - - -

0 2 4 6 8
Segment size (phoneme)
4 FAROSH

Fig.4 Distribution of segment size.

FERALTWA[36],[37]. 7=72L, BVWEAIT—KICR
HEEIROHEKIZORN DTN s, BAEREK
DRETDHRHREMOH D LA - CREMRE, 0.5 T
ROFZAOEREZEIELTWS. $£7, BEABEOHRS
%, EEHRAR C-VERTHY, AEMNICLFEF
FHIOEBBB S OREPEELEZOND Z 0D,
C-VERTOERAEEIELTWS.

X 41%, BAEBREF—/ 20— 88 Hffly & H
RA7—#2L L THEMALTATR /35 2 23 503 XX
DEFBRETSLBEOERFEOSHTHD. R
FEO¥HL 236 §F, BEREL0ITERLAZ2-T
W5,

HEEORE, FRIITE, BRIEEFLR% L L
THbnD. MEFRLEDFR, BREOMEEIT,
FNFh 21,180 TH 5.

7.2 3R MEH

1 R TA2FEARIRO-HOO 2 2 FEKIZKRO &
ICEEIND.

1 N 1/p¢
Cq = (N Z {Ct(ti»uz)}”‘>

i 1/pe
+(Rgfi§;{04mﬂuunm> (1)

T, NEXHhosd—5y hoB, Ci(ti,u:) i
=0y baxb, Ceui,uipr) AL, ¢ &
u (T FEADOF =S P ROEIRS Wi BHFER %,
TheEnEd. 2L, B p & po O, FEE
5R [38] DAFERIZE Y 1.0 KU 15 L LTWa.

F—7y baRA MIRKXTERIND.

Cultiw) = ) w; - Oty w) (2)

jE€Jt
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(J: = {Fo,dur,cen})

L, i OFEHRIY, ThEhY—7 v hEFHE
HED Fy £, FRAFBEZ A7 bL-krbna
A Oy 72 NT Al ET. K (2) RU3) (T
BT, w; BHIET LY T AR MDEZTHS.
Bra 2 M3k L > TEREN S

Ce(uiyuirr) = Y wj - Cs (i wirn) (3)

JE€EJe
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Fig.5 The result of an evaluation experiment for
naturalness between several synthesizers.
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